
 

 Naples Zoo
 at Caribbean Gardens

Fall
2019

www.napleszoo.org
#getcloserNaples Zoo

at Caribbean Gardens
1590 Goodlette-Frank Road
Naples, FL 34102

Fall
2019

 An Orphaned Anteater Named Tim

Meet the Lion Cubs & Lemur Babies!

In July, a newborn giant anteater was found abandoned in a pasture in 
Brazil. He was unresponsive and severely dehydrated, likely just hours from 
passing away. With no mother to be found, he was taken to Instituto Estadual 
Florestal (IEF) where caregivers found he weighed just 2.5 pounds. Luckily, he 
was still able to suckle fluids and showed signs he might recover. Over the course 
of a few days, his condition improved and he soon had a voracious appetite and 
demanded to be fed every two hours. Three of the staff at the Institute needed to 
provide care around the clock to give this little one the best chance of survival.
 
IEF has a track record of success with orphaned anteaters. In May, they 
collaborated with the Anteaters & Highways project on a release of three 
orphaned anteaters they had rescued.  As part of Naples Zoo’s partnership with 
the Anteaters & Highways Project and its coordinator Dr. Arnaud Desbiez, Naples 
Zoo provided funding for the GPS collars that are now monitoring these rescued 
anteaters to provide information to insure future releases are as successful as they 
can be. In honor of this support, IEF named the new baby anteater “Tim” after our 
Director of Conservation, Tim Tetzlaff.  Over the next year, IEF staff will care for 
the anteater Tim and prepare him for a return to the Uberlândia region in the state 
of Minas Gerais, Brazil. If all goes well, we will be able to share Tim’s progress 
growing up and his eventual release into the wild.
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Naples Zoo provides long-term support for projects in its conservation 
portfolio. Naples Zoo has continuously funded Desbiez’s efforts in Brazil 
since 2012. Tetzlaff and a Naples Zoo supervisor, Julie Bragovich, went to 
Brazil to connect with his projects and others last year. As Desbiez states, 
“Naples Zoo is a key partner of the Anteaters & Highways project. They 
sponsor the salary for our head veterinarian, support and manage our 
websites, help to fundraise for GPS collars, and also act as a sounding 
board to help us decide on conservation strategies. There is actually very 
little that the Zoo does not actively participate in!” Naples Zoo has also 
hosted three of Desbiez’s team here at the Zoo in recent years.
 
Recently, Naples Zoo also provided the membership funds for the 
Anteater & Highways project to join Species360, a global database that 
improves wildlife care and conservation with records on over 10 million 
animals of 22,000 species including all the animals here at Naples Zoo. 

Left to Right: Danilo Kluyber (veterinarian), Dr. Arnaud 
Desbiez, Gabriel Massocato, Julie Bragovich, and Tim Tetzlaff 
on a ranch in Brazil.

J. Peter Donlon, Director, Global Member Development of this organization explains, “By incorporating years of data collected 
from wild anteaters into Species360, Dr. Arnaud Desbiez and his team are opening up a two-way flow of information about this 
threatened species to provide new, easily accessible resources for animal care staff and researchers at any of our 1,200 members 
across 96 countries. We recognize Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens for providing the funds for this innovative Species360 
membership and recognizing this as an excellent opportunity to advance the goals of the One Plan Approach to develop effective 
management strategies and conservation actions for species both inside and outside their natural range.”
 
This November, Tetzlaff and Desbiez will have the chance to talk over the upcoming efforts in person again for both anteaters as 
well as Desbiez’s other significant program with giant armadillos when both attend the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
conference in Buenos Aires, where Arnaud will also be featured as one of the keynote speakers. Tetzlaff will also meet with other 
organizations the zoo partners with in South America including the Hyacinth Macaw Project, Parque das Aves, and the Blue-Fronted 
Amazon Project.
 
Since 2015, Naples Zoo has invested over one million dollars to save plants and animals in the wild. This is made possible through 
our members, visitors, and donors.

It’s been quite the baby boom at Naples Zoo this year! In addition to mountain 
bongo Bakari and the clouded leopard kittens we introduced to you last issue, 
we now have three lion cubs and three red-ruffed lemur babies!

The three red-ruffed lemur brothers were born May 5 to mom, Ruby, and dad, 
Indy. The keepers named the boys Chip, Jalapeno, and Pico due to their spicy 
personalities.

The three lion cub brothers were born May 14. After a community-wide 
naming contest, the cubs were named Karoo, Ruaha, and Chobe, after three 
national parks in Africa.

While all of our Zoo babies this year were exciting, the lion cubs were 
especially memorable - it’s the first time lion cubs have been born at Naples 
Zoo in over 30 years, and we’ve been waiting for these babies for awhile.

“Shani and Masamba have been recommended for breeding since 2013 so we’ve 
been waiting for these cubs for a long time,” Liz Harmon, Naples Zoo Director of 
Animal Programs, said. “Although Shani is older than the average first time lion 
mother, the cubs are all doing very well and it is wonderful to see her being such a 
good mom.”

The babies are not only adorable, but they are also important ambassadors for their 
species. African lions are classified as vulnerable to extinction by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).  Red-ruffed lemurs are one of the World’s 
25 Most Endangered Primates and considered critically endangered by the IUCN.

As with all of our births, the parents were specifically matched for breeding by the 
Association of Zoos and Aquarium’s Species Surival Plan (SSP). The goal of the SSP is to create sustainable populations of threatened 
and endangered species.

As a Zoo Member, you can visit as often as you’d like to watch the babies grow! Both sets of brothers are growing fast, so visit soon!
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‘Keep Collier Beautiful’ Coastal Cleanup
7:30 am - 11 am
Join Naples Zoo at Lowdermilk Park for our next beach cleanup. RSVP to 
member@napleszoo.org and include how many total people will be in your party.

Affinity 
Program

 
Show your Naples 
Zoo membership card 
at any of the 
following businesses, 
and you’ll receive a 
special discount:

-ABN Law 
-Amberton Luxury 
Townhomes 
-Artichoke & 
Company 
-Cariloha Bamboo
-Coral Cay Adventure 
Golf
-Eye Centers of 
Florida
-Flamingo Everglades
-Less Taxing Services
-Logiscool
-Massage Heights
-Mosquito Joe
-Pedego
-Rainbow Springs
-The Lodge at 
Wakulla Springs
-Topcoat ‘N Tails
-Valvoline instant Oil 
Change
-Weeki Wachee 
Springs
-Wintrust Banking 
Center

To learn more about 
the specific discounts 
offered, please visit 
napleszoo.org/affinity.
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Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration with Dora & Diego! 
10 am - 3 pm
Meet Nickelodeon’s Dora and Diego at Naples Zoo! This special 
celebration includes photos with the star guests, music, games, and 
more. Learn more at napleszoo.org/dora. 

Boo at the Zoo
10 am - 3 pm
Wear your costumes and enjoy trick-or-treating, games, and a costume 
contest with prizes each day. Plus, watch the animals get pumpkin 
enrichment! Learn more at napleszoo.org/boo.

Traveling Exhibit Debuts: National Geographic Photo Ark 
9 am - 5 pm
The Photo Ark features beautiful, large-format images taken by 
National Geographic photographer Joel Sartore. Exhibit will run Nov. 
16, 2019 through April 19, 2020.

Members Only Morning - Sponsored by MedExpress
Time: Morning hours TBD
Celebrate Thanksgiving weekend with your family during a members 
only morning at Naples Zoo. Please bring a non-perishable item for the 
Salvation Army Holiday Food Drive. Official invitation coming soon.

2

Wild Tracks Art Auction
7 pm - 10 pm
Naples Zoo’s AAZK (American Association of Zoo Keepers) team will 
be hosting the Wild Tracks Art Auction again this year, but the date is 
TBD. Make sure to follow our website and social media for updates.

Winter Fest
10 am - 3 pm
Celebrate the holidays at Naples Zoo! You’ll be able to meet Santa 
Claus and watch the animals get special holiday-themed enrichment.

Upcoming EventsAir Layering 101 - Spreading the Love around the Zoo While Saving 
Money By Darryl Windham, Horticulture Manager

Above: Step 1: Removing the layer

Florida Panther Festival
9 am - 3 pm
Meet some of our conservation partners and learn how to live with 
local wildlife, such as panthers and bears, from the experts. Learn 
more at floridapantherfestival.com.

New Traveling Exhibit Coming Soon!

Give the Gift of Membership!

While walking around the Zoo, you may have noticed aluminum foil 
wrapped around the stems of some of the plants we grow here at Naples 
Zoo and wondered “What is that for?”  No, it’s not to protect the plant 
from pests and diseases or guard the stems from the latest conspiracy 
theories.  It’s actually demonstrating the tried-and-true method of 
propagating plants known as air layering, or marcotting if you’re a plant 
nerd.  This process allows our horticulturists to create landscape-ready new 
plants of unique species and varieties in a relatively short amount of time 
that can be used in other parts of the Zoo’s gardens.
 
The process begins by selecting a branch on an interesting plant that the 
propagator would like to reproduce.  The bark is then removed complete-
ly around the stem where the air layer is going to be taken (see top left 
photo). Next, a handful of moist sphagnum moss is wrapped completely 
around the wound, followed by a piece of aluminum foil that is wrapped 
around the outside of the moss.  This tricks the branch into producing 
roots which grow into the moss ball.  Depending on the plant species, it 
usually takes about 4 to 6 weeks to root out.  Once the ball of moss is firm 
to the squeeze it’s ready to be cut from the mother plant.  The layer is cut 
just below the ball of moss and roots, leaving the mother plant to continue 
growing.  Soon after the layer is cut from the main plant, it is potted up in 
an appropriately sized pot and allowed to root out 3 to 4 weeks before it’s 
ready to plant out in the zoo landscapes.  All told, the process usually takes 
a couple months to make a new plant that is ready to shine in one of the 
Zoo’s garden areas.
 
Unique Croton varieties, Ficus, and Coccoloba species are plants that the 
Zoo’s horticulturists usually take air layers on because of their aesthetic 
value and ease of culture.  This allows the Zoo’s horticulture team to break 
from the normal routine and spread our own kind of love around the park 
while saving the Zoo money so new and exciting plants can be added to 
the landscape.

Above: A new air layer with roots.

Above: Three week old roots. Above: The finished product! Above: Potted Croton plants

Naples Zoo’s newest traveling art exhibit will arrive in November! We are excited 
to welcome National Geographic’s Photo Ark, featuring captivating, large-format 
images taken by National Geographic photographer Joel Sartore, from November 
16, 2019 through April 19, 2020.

The National Geographic Photo Ark is “using the power of photography to inspire 
people to help save species at risk before it’s too late.” Photo Ark founder Joel 
Sartore has photographed more than 9,000 species around the world as part of a 
multiyear effort to document every species living in zoos and wildlife sanctuaries, 
inspire action through education, and help save wildlife by supporting on-the-
ground conservation efforts.

A few of our Naples Zoo animals have been featured, and those photos will also 
be on display! Joel has photographed Kaa our reticulated python, Oasis, one of our 
Damara zebra, our white-headed brown lemurs Barry and Victoria, and he 
photographed Uno, our late Florida panther. We can’t wait for you to see these 
amazing images!

The holidays will be here before we know it. Give a gift that will last all year long: 
a membership to Naples Zoo! Membership Gift Certificates are available online 
at www.napleszoo.org. When you purchase a membership to Naples Zoo, you are 
helping us provide the best possible care for our animals, while also supporting our 
conservation and education efforts both locally and around the world!


