
Title: Commissary Nutrition Internship 

Description: 

Commissary Interns will assist Naples Zoo Commissary staff in the daily preparation of diets for all 
animals in the Naples Zoo. The Zoo’s Commissary provides diets for the entire animal population in the 
Zoo on a daily basis. Commissary Interns will focus their husbandry skills on a critical area of animal 
husbandry: nutrition. This internship is ideal for candidates who are interested in animal care, 
husbandry, and animal nutrition. 

Interns will be expected to work a minimum of 3 days a week for it to be an effective internship. While 
interning, Commissary Interns will report to and follow the direction of Naples Zoo Commissary staff. 
This position may require interacting with guests, volunteers and other staff. Working in the Commissary 
involves repetitive wrist movement with knives and being able to stand for long periods of time. Interns 
will also be expected to follow strict regulatory guidelines regarding food safety in the Commissary as 
well as cleanliness. Uniform shirts will be provided at the beginning of the internship. 

 

Responsibilities: 

 Prepare a variety of diets for several species divided through three broad categories: Grain, 
Produce, and Meat diets. 

 Interns will assist in Commissary duties such as cleaning, organization, making and accepting 
deliveries, and inventorying. 

 Interns will be expected to follow safety regulations and maintain a clean area at all times. 
 Research: Interns will be expected to complete a project centered on nutrition and how it 

relates to animal care. An example could be researching the wild and captive diets of a specific 
animal and making suggestions for diet improvement. 

 Other related duties as assigned 

Requirements: 

 Minimum 1 year of college with 2.5/4.0 overall GPA.  
 Proof of recent tetanus shot (within last 9 years) and negative TB test (within last year) required 

PRIOR to start date. All tests/vaccinations are at the applicant’s expense.  
 Must submit to drug testing prior to start of internship and prove clear throughout internship 
 Ability to lift up to 50 pounds.  
 Interns will be evaluated regularly on performance and knowledge.  

Notes:  

 Naples Zoo reserves the right to dismiss an individual from the internship at any point 
during the internship.  

 Wages: All Naples Zoo Internships are Unpaid 


