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Naples Zoo Announces Birth of Critically Endangered Eastern Bongo 

 

January 29, 2019. Naples, Florida. Naples Zoo is celebrating the January 23 birth of an Eastern bongo calf. First time mother, 

three-year-old bongo Amara, gave birth to a male calf at 2:25 am Wednesday morning. The calf weighs approximately 40 pounds 

and stands approximately 2 feet tall.  

 

Naples Zoo is asking the community to help name this new baby boy with a naming contest. Naples Zoo animal keepers have 

selected three names to choose from, listed below.  

 

Mosi   (Swahili for first born) 

Lozi   (Swahili for almond, the bongos’ favorite browse) 

Bakari   (Swahili for one who will succeed) 

 

Everyone is invited to vote for their favorite name at www.napleszoo.org/itsaboy. Voting ends on February 6, 2019. 

 

The calf received a neonatal exam from the zoo's staff veterinarian, Dr. Lizzy Arnett-Chinn, shortly after birth and was found to be 

healthy and thriving. Once the calf is following its mother, it will be introduced to its father and the exhibit for public viewing. 

 

The mother and father of the new baby bongo were specifically matched by the Species Survival Plan® (SSP) based on their 

ancestry to create the greatest genetic diversity in the population over the next century. The bongos arrived last April from two 

different accredited zoos in Texas to contribute to the future of their species. Naples Zoo is pleased to be a part of this critical 

program to sustain the Eastern bongo population in Zoos.  

 

Bongos are the largest of the forest antelope, these colorful creatures can weigh up to 880 lbs. In addition to loss of their forest 

homes, they were hunted out over a century ago in Uganda and only about 100 of these beautiful antelope remain in the wild in 

Kenya. But while wild populations were declining, accredited zoos had been carefully breeding mountain bongos. And in 2004, 

accredited zoos returned 18 bongos to the Mt. Kenya Wildlife Conservancy in Africa.   

 

About Naples Zoo: Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization cooperating in conservation programs 

locally and around the world for endangered species. Guests can enjoy a full day of exciting presentations and wild cruise through 

islands of monkeys, lemurs, and apes.  ($22.95 adults age 13+/ $14.95 children 3 to 12, under 3 free.) Zoo memberships and 

discount tickets are also available online at www.napleszoo.org. Naples Zoo is located at 1590 Goodlette-Frank Road across from 
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the Coastland Center mall in the heart of Naples.  For more, visit www.napleszoo.org, follow at www.facebook.com/napleszoo or 

call (239) 262-5409. 
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