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Delighting guests with the natural world to inspire the conservation of our planet's remaining wild areas and their wondrous inhabitants.

A PERSONAL WELCOME FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION  
Safari literally means “journey” in Kiswahili and during our adventures it can be as inward as it is geographic. 
As we travel and see the truly extraordinary,  I eagerly await that slow head shake of disbelief from you and a 
silently-mouthed “WOW.”  Yet my spirit is lifted high when I see that next step on the journey. It’s when we 
notice a distant storm cloud and I glimpse the moment when you breathe in the smell of rain on the wind and 
you connect to the untold generations of wildebeest who have chased that very scent for life itself on their 
unrelenting migration. And I love hearing when you’re having real conversations getting to know the men and 
women we meet along the way - especially our expert guides. These will be cherished days.

REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS FOR UNBELIEVABLE ROADS AND MORE 
But these wonders do come at a price. Travel is difficult with extremely bumpy, bone-jarring, 
grunt-inducing roads and typical days are spent in the vehicle - driving along or waiting 
patiently to see what that lion or cheetah is going to do. You should be able bodied, capable 
of traversing up and down many steps, showering without grab bars, clambering in and out 
of safari vehicles, and walking on uneven terrain. This is Africa and it’s worth it! 

YOUR NAPLES ZOO HOST 
I am thrilled that I will personally host this safari. African fauna are literally part of my daily life. Yet as fulfilling 
as my career is, there is something profound about setting my own feet in Africa. If you are able to join the safari, 
it’s an experience that can truly change you. 

A CUSTOM CRAFTED EXPERIENCE: BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER 
I’ve had the true pleasure of tailor-making our itinerary with Tom LaRock, the Chief Exploration Officer of 
Safari Professionals, in concert with the expertise of his long-time Tanzanian partner Anglebert Pantaleo. Once 
you sign on, we’ll meet a few months prior to departure to talk through all you’ll want to know about going on 
safari. Afterwards, we’ll exchange images with online sharing and even relive memories at a reunion party!

LOCAL PERSONAL CONNECTIONS 
You’ll be working with our friends at Luxe Travel Consultants and Theresa Perez who we’ve partnered with for 
all our safaris for well over a decade and will make sure your travel experience is the best it can be. To book this 
departure, call Theresa at 239.777.0253. I hope you can join Naples Zoo for this extraordinary African safari! 

         Tim L. Tetzlaff        
         Director of Conservation

Karibu 
(Welcome in Swahili)

There is something about safari life that makes you forget all your sorrows 
and feel as if you had drunk half a bottle of champagne — bubbling over 
with heartfelt gratitude for being alive.                                        Karen Blixen, Letters From Africa



Let your imagination wander . . .    

Lions surveying the endless expanse of their Serengeti 
kingdom. Endless lines of wildebeest following the rains. 
Herds of elephants casually plucking grasses. Flocks 
of flamingos ringing alkaline lakes. Colobus monkeys 
leaping overhead. Hippos grunting and spraying river 
water. Cheetahs atop termite mounds readying for the 
chase. Leopards camouflaged in their treetop perches. 
Troops of baboons ambling in the forests. Giraffes eating 
at thorny acacia trees. Breathtaking sunsets.  

These and many more are now the lifelong memories of 
the travelers who’ve joined Naples Zoo on safari and ones 
like it await you on this exclusive itinerary! 



YOUR DAY-BY-DAY SAFARI ITINERARY

 DAY 1 
  Arrive Kilimanjaro International Airport                   

Your safari begins in style with the upgraded VIP 
Welcome at Kilimanjaro International Airport. 
Relax in the lounge for private entry processing 
into Tanzania. Afterwards, it’s a short drive away 
to your lodge’s lush garden grounds and a good 
night’s rest in this peaceful setting.  
LODGING : NGARE SERO MOUNTAIN LODGE

    DAY 2
  Walking Safari in Arusha National Park   

After an early breakfast, 
it’s time to get your 
shoes into some African 
soil with a morning 
nature walk past giraffe 
and buffalo escorted 
by an armed ranger 
to a waterfall on the 
slopes of Mount Meru, 
a volcano towering 
almost 15,000 feet. 

After a delightful bush 
lunch, we’ll game drive looking for boisterous 
baboons, waterbuck antelope, black and white 
colobus monkeys, and your best view of colorful 
flamingos on this safari. Back at our nearby lodge, 
stroll the grounds and enjoy a sundowner drink. 
After dinner, nestle into your comfy bed with 
dreams of all that’s yet to come. (A morning game 
drive is an option for those who prefer not to walk.)  
 
LODGING : NGARE SERO MOUNTAIN LODGE

 

 DAY 3
  Giant Trees and Elephants

After a delicious cooked-to-order breakfast, we 
pass through the outskirts of Arusha as we head 
into Maasai land on our way to Tarangire National 
Park. As we drive through groves of the massive 
baobab trees in the park, scan for big cats lounging 
in the shade or ostrich parading across the plains.

But the herds of elephants are why we’re here. 
Keep your fingers crossed for up close encounters! 
We’ll arrive to our luxury tented camp in time for a 
hot lunch and get to know our extraordinary home 
for the next two nights before our afternoon drive. 
Gather for drinks by the fire as one of our guides 
shares his knowledge of Tanzania and its lands and 
people. Then it’s time for dinner and the evening at 
leisure.  
LODGING: HONEYGUIDE TENTED CAMP

Contact Theresa Perez at Luxe Travel Consultants at 239.777.0253 or theresa.perez@cruiseplanners.com



 DAY 4
  Tarangire Treats by Wheel and Heel 

In addition to our regular game drives and seeing 
the abundance of wildlife around Silale Swamp, 
we have arranged for an exceptional opportunity 
not everyone who visits Tarangire experiences - 
exploring the African bush on foot in the company 
of a local naturalist guide and ranger. 

LODGING: HONEYGUIDE TENTED CAMP

  DAY 5
   Maasai Morning and Rising Roads

After breakfast, it’s off to visit a Maasai community 
that has one of the 1,500+ living walls created 
by African People & Wildlife - these innovative 
livestock corrals protect cattle and have led 
to years of sustained increases in key wildlife 
populations! 

Afterwards, we’ll drive up the Gregory Rift of the 
Great Rift Valley and enjoy a hot buffet lunch 
overlooking Lake Manyara. Then it’s time to head 
to the Ngorongoro highlands and its famed crater. 
While our guides check us in at the welcome 
center, we’ll see the fascinating topography of this 
site in model form before we drive through the 
primeval-looking forest on the outer slopes of this 
magnificent caldera.

At the rim, we’ll step out onto the overlook for 
your first breathtaking look at the extraordinary 
panorama of this UNESCO World Heritage Site.

LODGING: NGORONGORO SERENA LODGE 



 DAY 6
  Descent to the Crater Floor
 
Set your alarm early as sunrise at Ngorongoro 
Crater is a memory of a lifetime. Afterwards, 
we’ll meet for breakfast in the cool of this forest 
environment. This volcanic crater is the largest 
unflooded, unbroken caldera in the world 
measuring about 20 kilometers (12 miles) across. 

The morning takes us 600 meters (1,969 feet) 
down the descent road to the floor of the crater to 
look for herds of antelope, hippos, wildebeest, and 
zebra as well as cheetah and lion.  

We’ll have a lunch to remember as we enjoy a hot 
cooked meal in one of the forest clearings among 
the acacia groves. After we ascend the crater wall, 
sunset brings a delight of colors as you listen for 
the whoop of hyenas rising from the depths below 
as you make your way to the main lodge to enjoy 
thrilling entertainment before dinner.

LODGING: NGORONGORO SERENA LODGE 

 DAY 7 
  Modern Maasai and Ancient Ancestors

After one more morning on the rim, we descend 
from the highlands to visit a Maasai village 
where we will be greeted in song and witness 
the traditional Maasai culture that has been 
maintained in our ever changing world. As we 
tour the boma, you will have the opportunity 
to purchase some of their intricate bead work 
and other artisan crafts. Afterwards, it’s time for 
Oldupai Gorge, famous for some of the world’s 
most important archaeological finds by Mary and 
Louis Leakey’s including the skull of 1.8 million 
year old Nutcracker Man (Paranthropus boisei).

 



Mary also found the 3.7 million year old footsteps 
of Australopithecus afarensis nearby. We have 
arranged a private guided tour in the older 
excavation sites. 

From the sands of the gorge, we cross into the 
famed Serengeti - a word derived from the Maasai 
word ‘Siringit’, meaning ‘endless plains’ which 
you will marvel at with breathtaking 360-degree 
panoramas stretching as far as you can see. 
Here, over a million wildebeest and hundreds of 
thousands of zebras and gazelles follow the rains 
on their annual migration. We will explore the 
eastern plains of Serengeti via a special permit 
required to enter the Gol Kopjes complex - a 
vast plain dotted with these giant kopjes (granite 
outcroppings). 

Here in the heart of the wild, we’ll settle in for 
three nights to enjoy a luxury camp experience. 
Come evening, we’ll toast the day’s end relaxing 
around the campfire for some “bush TV”  while 
one of our guides chats with us about Maasai 
culture and answers your questions about this 
fascinating people group living traditionally in a 
modern world. 

LODGING: SAMETU TENTED CAMP 

   DAY 8
   The Serenity of the Serengeti 

These are the wonder days of safari to truly revel 
in. Rise early to watch the natural world come 
to life in the rising light of a spectacular sunrise 
over the plains and then return to a cooked-to-
order breakfast and soak in the peace of camp life. 
Drifting away on a nap listening to the wind in the 
grasses, journaling out in front of your tent, and 
talking with fellow travelers are all wonderful ways 
to appreciate the space created by safari. 

After a swim, gather for a late afternoon drive 
in the golden light in search of the Big Five: 
African lion, African elephant, African buffalo, 
African leopard, and the elusive rhinoceros, as 
well as other special wildlife interactions and 
photographic opportunities. 

 LODGING: SAMETU TENTED CAMP



  DAY 9
   Big Cat Spotting  
  
This is gazelle country and where there are 
gazelles there are always cheetahs. The Gol Kopjes 
boast the highest concentration of cheetahs in 
Africa abounding with photographic opportunities 
and our best hopes of witnessing a pursuit of a 
fleet-footed Thomson’s Gazelle.

Barafu Gorge dissects these remote plains and 
rising above it is a series of seven pinkish granite 
kopjes that straddle the eastern border of the 
Serengeti. Today, we’ll be weaving through the 
numerous kopjes in search of the big cats in one 
of the most extraordinary vistas in Africa and one 
of Serengeti’s top highlights: the Sametu Kopjes, a 
hidden gem on this remote edge of the park and 
home to the park’s largest lion pride. 

LODGING: SAMETU TENTED CAMP
 

   DAY 10
   Lions and Luxury 

This morning we wake under canvas for the last 
time. After breakfasting, we’ll explore more of the 
eastern plains and nearby kopjes. By lunchtime, 
we’ll arrive at the Meliá Serengeti Lodge for you 
to relax in luxury and explore your many options 
from an afternoon massage to a dip in the infinity 
pool overlooking the Serengeti.  

LODGING:  MELIÁ SERENGETI LODGE   



 
  DAY 11
   Choices and a Night to Remember
  
Each day continues to delight as we explore the 
surrounding plains for more wonders. These are 
some big days and we also have a delightful finale. 
The savanna is a magical place at any time of 
day due to its impressive landscape and unique 
vegetation and the team at Meliá have selected a 
breathtaking site for us to dine in the bush on our 
final night on safari as we embrace the Serengeti 
sunset celebrating our time in Africa. 

LODGING:  MELIÁ SERENGETI LODGE

  DAY 12  
   To Arusha and Shopping!

After one last breakfast against the vista of the 
Serengeti plains, we’ll game drive to the Seronera 
airstrip for a one hour flight back to Arusha airport 
via light aircraft where we’ll explore the Cultural 
Heritage Center. Browse choices from intricate 
carvings to beaded jewelry and don’t miss the 
chance to bring home some tanzanite as well as 
see the largest art gallery in Africa. 

Afterwards we’ll drive across Arusha where you 
will have a chance to relax, shower, and repack 
in your own private day room. We’re less than 
15 minutes away from the airport so you’ll be 
ready for your international flight back home with 
treasured memories of Africa, her people, and the 
many wild creatures inhabiting this magical land.

LODGING:  DAY ROOM AT PLANET LODGE

 Contact Theresa Perez at Luxe Travel Consultants at 239.777.0253 or theresa.perez@cruiseplanners.com



Your Lodges 
Each accommodation has been carefully selected for 
its location, amenities, and hospitality - all of which are 
monitored prior to arrival to ensure a wonderful stay.  

Ngare Sero Mountain Lodge
Pre-Night and Nights 1 and 2
- near Arusha National Park

Just thirty minutes from the international airport, a 
tree-lined road welcomes you into a world away from 
the rush of modern life. The lodge’s main house was 
built in 1905, and it still retains much of the original 
style complete with stone benches, fireplace, leather 
cushions, and antiques. Long colonial verandas stretch 
along the front of the house offering long armed chairs to 
gaze out over the lake and forest and its many birds from 
eagles to hornbills. 

Stepping across the lawn with its bougainvillea and 
jacarandas to your room, you’ll find a warm decor with 
ethnic fabrics and handmade furniture complete with an 
en-suite bathroom, bath tub/shower, and dressing room.  

Mornings bring the best of the region’s locally grown 
coffees that you can enjoy on your verandah. Keep an 
eye on the verdant grounds for grazing horses or even 
black and white colobus monkeys. Explore the lush 
forest trails, glide across the lake on the handmade 
punt, or refresh yourself in the pool before settling in 
to a delicious dinner and your first taste of East Africa’s 
sumptuous soups! 



Honeyguide Tented Camp
Nights 3 and 4 - inside Tarangire National Park
 
Set in a grove of umbrella thorn trees, this secluded northern 
corner of Tarangire National Park offers us a quiet, wildlife-
rich area. The camp itself is small and intimate, with only 
10 well-placed tents. Beautifully furnished with antiques, 
delicate crystal, and brass, this camp is modeled on a 
1920s-style explorer camp. While the camp is boutique, 
your tent is quite generous with over 500 square feet for 
your comfort and situated on a raised, wooden platform and 
well distanced between 65 and 100 feet from each other - 
and electricity is in your tent at all times powered by a solar 
inverter system. Your tent includes an en suite bathroom 
and shower with always-available hot water heated by solar. 
Laundry service and WiFi are also available.

The camp is not fenced in so the generous veranda on 
your tented suite offers panoramic game viewing of the 
animals that pass close to camp. Nearby daybeds with 
scatter cushions provide the perfect spots for reading and 
afternoon naps. Carefully placed sundowner locations 
offer a wonderful way to say farewell to the day taking in 
breathtaking sunsets. 

Ngorongoro Serena Safari Lodge
Night 5, 6 - inside Ngorongoro Conservation Area
 
This visually striking lodge is built from local river stone 
and clings to the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater - giving you 
staggering panoramic views from the balcony of your room 
all the way through to the main lodge. The lodge’s link with 
the discovery nearby of the first human species in Oldupai 
is celebrated in its design; the walls are decorated with 
stylized prehistoric cave paintings. 

Here you are perfectly poised to enjoy the crater and all it 
has to offer including some of the most spectacular sunrises 
and sunsets. Your room offers invigorating showers to refresh 
you for entertaining evenings in the bar followed by dinner 
up the stairs in the stunning main dining room. At 7,500 feet 
of elevation, mornings and nights can be chilly, so you’ll 
enjoy heated rooms and find hot water bottles placed in 
your bed nightly. 

Contact Theresa Perez at Luxe Travel Consultants at 239.777.0253 or theresa.perez@cruiseplanners.com



Sametu Tented Camp
Night 7, 8, 9 - in Serengeti National 
Park, Tanzania 

Tucked in the far side of the Seronera Valley, 
Sametu Camp is one of the newest and most 
exclusive camps in Serengeti. The staff of 
Sametu Camp prides itself on providing the 
highest level of personal service to their 
guests. The main tent contains the lounge, 
library, dining room, bar, sundowner/fire pit 
area, and pool.  
 
Each tent offers spacious sleeping quarters, 
en suite bathrooms with flush toilets, a 
fabulous shower with a view, and 24-hour 
electricity. This is luxury tent camping! Plus 
WiFi and laundry service are available in 
camp. 

The camp, with its proximity to the 
Ngarenyuki River, is perfectly located to 
enable outstanding game viewing throughout 
the seasons. Additional permits are required 
for this portion of Serengeti which provides 
you access to this abundance without the 
larger number of vehicles found in central 
Serengeti. 



 

Meliá Serengeti Lodge
Night 10, 11 - in Serengeti National Park, Tanzania 

Strategically set in a quieter location along the western edge of central Serengeti, this two-story lodge stands on a 
natural terrace offering beautiful views overlooking the River Mbalageti valley with romantic sunsets perfumed by 
the wide variety of flowering plants. Meliá Serengeti Lodge offers two bars and magnificent restaurants featuring 
chefs from all over the world preparing dinners in front of your eyes in open kitchens, while you are surrounded 
by the beauty of the African nights. Along with a gym and spa to invigorate you, an exquisite infinity pool 
welcomes you for a swim in the Serengeti. 

And being in a luxury room doesn’t mean silencing the magic of hearing wildlife - special screens enable you to 
still enjoy the sounds of the African night. And remember that fresh smell of laundry from the clothes line? Rather 
than driers, the bed and table linen is dried naturally in the sun, protected from insects. These touches marry top 
guest experiences with green design. And this was done from the start with dried branches of local mahogany 
trees being used for the railings and pergolas and the beautiful natural wall coverings are stone that was excavated 
in the process of building the roads. Their pioneering sustainability model including both solar and biogas has 
resulted in a responsible use of energy, with fossil fuels only available for emergencies, making this lodge as self-
sufficient as it is luxurious. And, of course, WiFi and laundry service are available. 

Airport Planet Lodge - Day Room 
Day 12 - in Kingori, Tanzania 
A newer property, this lodge is just 15 minutes from Kilimanjaro International 
Airport. Planet Lodge offers travelers a relaxing haven for a private day room 
after your safari for a great shower and location to repack. There’s a poolside 
bar where you can unwind and wireless internet access is complimentary. This 
property also features a business center and spa services. You’ll also have one 
last chance to possibly get a peek at Mount Kilimanjaro itself.

Contact Theresa Perez at Luxe Travel Consultants at 239.777.0253 or theresa.perez@cruiseplanners.com



Your Host: Tim L. Tetzlaff
Naples Zoo Director of Conservation

Contact Theresa Perez at Luxe Travel Consultants at 239.777.0253 or theresa.perez@cruiseplanners.com

Tim coordinates the Naples Zoo’s 20+ field conservation efforts including funding the annual salaries of sixteen 
field staff in Brazil, Madagascar, Zambia, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, and Namibia and he has spent time 
in most of those countries in recent years. Naples Zoo is the international headquarters of the Madagascar 
Fauna and Flora Group and Tim has been Chair since 2018. He serves on the Board of Directors for Giraffe 
Conservation Foundation and has assisted in removing deadly wire snares from giraffe. He is President of 
the Florida Assocation of Zoos and Aquariums and has served on the Wildlife Conservation Committee for 
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and has previously worked on their Conservation Education 
Committee, PR Committee, and other ad hoc committees. He has also been a member on AZA’s delegation to 
the Conference of the Parties for the Convention for International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).

As the son of zoo founders Jungle Larry and Safari Jane, Tim was blessed with a solid grounding in conservation 
and given the opportunity to care for amazing creatures from anteaters to zebras and to communicate to guests 
at the Naples site along with over one million visitors a summer at his parents’ wildlife attraction at the Cedar 
Point theme park in Ohio. He took breaks from zoo life to earn his degrees from The Ohio State University - 
and to meet his wife, Kathryn, who holds a degree in fine arts. Their daughter has a degree from his alma mater 
in Mandarin. While his experiences include being a zoo keeper, presenting wildlife shows, directing public 
relations and marketing, and serving as general curator, his passion is rooted in the lessons of his youth. Tim is 
honored to carry on his family history and expand Naples Zoo’s extensive conservation efforts. 

Tim also plans and oversees the Zoo’s safaris and greatly enjoys nature from whitewater rafting to hiking – a love 
that has been tested and proved following bushmen trackers in the soft Kalahari sands as well as in the muddy 
rainforests of Madagascar. He attests a quality Tilley hat and merino wool socks are worth every penny!



NAPLES ZOO: 2023 At-A-Glance Itinerary  

June DEPARTURE
DATE  DAY DESCRIPTION    ACCOMMODATION  MEALS

17 June              Arrive Kilimanjaro International Airport Ngare Sero Mountain Lodge  D
  Light Dinner   

18 June  Walk/Game Drives in Arusha NP  Ngare Sero Mountain Lodge  B - L - D
  Flamingos, Colobus, and Giraffe

19 June   Drive to Tarangire National Park
  African Giants: Elephants & Baobabs   Honeyguide Tented Camp   B - L - D

20 June  Game Drives in Tarangire National Park Honeyguide Tented Camp  B - L - D  
  The Waters of Tarangire 

21 June   Into the Highlands     Ngorongoro Serena Lodge  B - L - D
  Africa People & Wildlife Project Visit

22 June  Descent into the Crater   Ngorongoro Serena Lodge  B - L - D
  Visit Maasai Village and Rhino Rangers
 
23 June  From Highlands to Grasslands   Sametu Tented Camp   B - L - D
  Visit to Oldupai Gorge
 
24 June  Spotting Big Cats in Serengeti   Sametu Tented Camp   B - L - D
 
25 June  Exploring the Endless Plains   Sametu Tented Camp   B - L - D
  
26 June  Kopjes, Woodlands, and Big Game  Meliá Serengeti Lodge   B - L - D   
  
27 June  Game Drives and Luxury Choices  Meliá Serengeti Lodge   B - L - D 
  Farewell Bush Dinner  

28 June  Fly from Seronera Airstrip to Arusha  Day Room: Planet Lodge  B - L
  Cultural Heritage Center Visit       
  Departure to Kilimanjaro Int’l Airport 



LIMITED CAPACITY
These exclusive departures are limited to just 18 
adults (9 Double Rooms) riding in three vehicles. 
Your zoo host will rotate between vehicles.

PARKS SUMMARY
• Arusha National Park
• Tarangire National Park 
• Ngorongoro Conservation Area
• Oldupai Gorge
• Serengeti National Park

YOUR SAFARI INCLUDES
•  Tips & gratuities to the properties and driver guides. (Tipping is not needed for Naples Zoo host.)
•  Full-board table d’hôte meals with some picnic lunches. 
•  Bottled water throughout your safari. 
•  Unlimited soft drinks and beer is included in the safari vehicles. 
•  Pre-Trip Meet & Greet with your hosts and fellow travelers and review of travel tips.
•  Reunion: Evening gathering at the Zoo.
•  Park entrance fees. Government taxes and levies.
•  Transport for 1 soft sided luggage bag no more than 15 kg (33 lbs). Add’l bags are NOT permitted on safari. 
•  Airport transfers with Driver/Guide. Flying Doctors – AMREF ( In-Country Evacuation Service )
 

Cost: $12,995 per person*
A highly-recommended jet lag recovery day is recommended at the relaxing Ngare Sero Mountain Lodge.  
Please note that final credit card payments require a surcharge
Due to the limited number of rooms available in the more intimate tent camps, this departure is limited to 9 
double rooms - no single supplements available. Cost does not include international airfare, visa for Tanzania, 
or items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, toiletries, telephone, testing, postage etc. except as noted 
above.
 
* Fares are per person, double occupancy, land only including taxes and are in U.S. Dollars. Reservations require a $3,895 
non-refundable deposit per person. Trip insurance is highly recommended. Fares and availability are subject to change. 
Airfare, taxes & fees are additional. Tour, itinerary and exclusive amenities are capacity-controlled, based on a minimum 
of 12 passengers traveling together and may be modified, withdrawn or canceled without prior notice. Other restrictions 
apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions in the printing  of this document.

Contact Theresa Perez at Luxe Travel Consultants at 239.777.0253 or theresa.perez@cruiseplanners.com


